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Introduction

The Committee has been working on the proposed transition from a 
Charitable Association to a Charitable Incorporated Organisation and 
hopes to put its proposal to the membership when the potential new 
Constitution has been discussed with the Charity Commission.  In real 
terms there will be no change in the way the Association operates but the 
committee members as its trustees will have less personal liability.

Autumn is just around the corner and it will soon be time for the Annual 
General Meeting and the Dinner. The Summer will be remembered for 
having been very hot with temperatures locally over 35 deg.C. and little 
rain. 

The sale of paintings by Suzie Thompson-Coon after her house was closed 
raised a useful contribution which we will set aside for the Broomfield 
schools' Photographic Competition prizes.

We have a full work programme ahead of us and must remind you that 
volunteer help is always very much appreciated. 

The Committee would also welcome members to join them to help with the 
running of the pond.

Do come and join us at the AGM and help us develop the way forward.

Nick Madinaveitia

September 2018
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Wildlife R  eport

Birds

During the warm  days the local telephone wires have been the resting 
place for many swifts.  The reeds have been taken over by reed warblers 
who have noisily announced their patches. The swan family has now 
nearly grown up and visit the pond from time to time. One day in August 
the pond was suddenly devoid of gulls and other bird life which is not 
usual.  There was a flurry of white feathers on the ground by the bus stop 
at the head of the pond. Later that day a buzzard was seen circling 
threateningly, high over the pond, suggesting he had found an easy meal. 

The geese, which had been in arguments with the swans over 'water rights' 
earlier in the year returned and use the pond as a dormitory when the 
weather is suitable.  They act as a family group making a lot of noise when
they are discussing where to go next.
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Heron on the South Raft

Canada Geese having a family discussion



Greater Black Backed Gull in action

The Daily Telegraph published this photo on 5th  July.

Reed Invasion

The common water reeds have intruded
into the East bank of the pond again and
we have organised our accredited
specialist to come and spray them at the
end of September in accordance with
Environment Agency procedures and the
agreed planting plan as was done 3 years
ago. 

The spraying is timed to allow the natural vegetation to have dropped its 
seed to the ground below, ready for germination in the Spring.
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Infrastructure

De-silting

We are taking advantage of the forthcoming Spring Tides to leave the 
Tidal Gates open and drain the pond on Monday 10th September and again 
on October 13th each time for a couple of days.

Whilst the pond is drained in September the highways Agency will be 
inspecting the structural integrity of the underside of the culvert 
connecting the Peter Pond with Slipper Pond. In October Lumley Road 
residents have planned to work on road outfall drains.

River Ems

The Environment Agency announced that the long awaited hydraulic study
of the River Ems system, which should  include detail of the involvement 
of  the pond, is now due at the end of the year. 
In the meantime they are progressing the plans for the completion of 
protection to the Lumley Cottages and the installation of a relief weir at 
the head of Brook Meadow.

Sluice and Apron

Following the excessive wear caused by opening the sluice to satisfy the 
Environment Agency five years ago we have been pestering them to help 
with refurbishment.  The reconsidering of the Lower Ems could well raise 
funds for this work.

South Bank repairs

The stones in the gabions (wire cages) of the outer face have been 
subjected to heavy wave action during storms and have settled, leaving 
some voids that need to be filled to maintain its integrity.  Work sessions 
will address the problem shortly .

South Kissing Gate

The Kissing Gate alongside Slipper Mill has been damaged and will be 
replaced in due course
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Footbridge Parapets

The timber balustrades to the bridge have been regularly repaired but are 
now nearing the end of their life so its replacement is being explored at 
present.

Signage

A major review of the current signage is
underway and it is hoped that a fresh approach
will simplify them.

We have started by fixing a warning sign on
the tidal gates by the footbridge at water level
to make swimmers aware of the danger.
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Work Parties
The next session will be the Autumn cut and tidy up and is planned for 
October 13th & 20th and 3rd November. Timing will be announced in due 
course.

Contact:  Rob Turner, Tel: 376508. Email: workparty@smppa.org.uk

Wardle Land
Current Position

The Wardle family is still waiting to complete the documentation 
particularly the lease allowing access to the moorings alongside the land.  
The delay is still caused by technicalities associated with the mooring 
licences.

Dolphin Quay

The sunken boat  alongside the
footpath was craned out at the end of
August but there is no news about the
commencement of works .

Westwood Close
Planning Application Ref: APP/18/00672 

An application was lodged with Havant Borough Council for: the erection 
of 46no. dwellings with associated parking, access from Westwood Close, 
diversion of Havant Footpath 73, landscaping and surface water 
drainage. Felling and works to trees within Area A1, subject to TPO 2071.
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On behalf of the SMPPA the following
objection was sent highlighting issues
affecting he pond and joined over 100
others to the proposal.

1. Flood Plain

The SMPPA with neighbours and WSCC and the
EA have long been very concerned about
flooding in the Lower Ems Valley and are
eagerly awaiting the promised hydraulic study
report taking into account the latest climate
change predictions. These are likely to prompt
modifications to channel capacities in many
places could seriously affect:
* Many Lumley Road properties
* Lower part of Queen Street, Emsworth
* Some properties along Slipper Road,
Hermitage
* Stopping traffic on the A259 trunk road
Our current understanding is that the impact of
reducing the flood plain to the North of the A27
is critical to the system downstream.

Objection: Modification to the flood plain above
the A27 in advance of acceptance of EA
hydraulic assessment

2. Surface water drainage
The risk of excess surface run off being
discharged untreated during extreme events 
adding to an already overloaded river system. 
The subsequent ecological impact affecting the
currently improving River Ems is unacceptable.

Objection: Risk of pollution from potentially
overloaded SUDS system

3. Ecological corridor
The valuable 'green' through routes from the
Downs to the Sea are being eroded by the many
intrusive development proposals clustered close
by in both Havant and Chichester Council Areas
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Objection: Intrusion into Sea/Downland green corridor.

4. Impact on the local infrastructure
The impact of ever more housing in the area is not reflected in strengthening the 
underlying systems such as: educational, medical, employment as well as 
transportation facilities in the area. None have been augmented to keep pace with the
many new development proposals in Havant and the adjacent area of Chichester.

Objection: Local infrastructure being overloaded

Social News

Summer Party

Once again David and Jan Urry were kind enough to hold the Summer 
Party in their lovely garden on 2nd September, and the current warm 
“Indian Summer” meant that everyone could sip their wine into the 
lengthening evening shadows. As always, there was a stunning variety of 
food both savoury and sweet thanks to the skill and generosity of all who 
came. It was delightful to meet neighbours and old friends from both sides 
of the Pond, and catch up in an atmosphere of relaxation. We would like to
thank everyone who helped with the chairs, tables and umbrellas, 
particularly the Urries who have hosted this event for many years now.

It was a great pleasure to see so many new and old members gathered 
together mingling and getting to know each other and havng a good time. 
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We extend a very warm welcome to newcomers to the SMPPA. We hope 
that you will all continue to feel the shared responsibility and friendship of 
those who live around the Pond, and continue to support our social 
functions and occasional business meetings as well as the work parties. 

Do please come to our next meeting, the AGM in October, and buy tickets 
to the Pond Dinner.

Annual General Meeting

This will be held on Friday 26th October at Hewitts (the old Day Centre) 
and all are invited to come.

Fishing Policy
Following incidents in the Summer we revisited our policy in consultation 
with the Environment Agency's fisheries officer. 
The definition of a working Fishing Policy is complicated by bye-laws 
over and above national guidelines. The rules affecting the pond fall 
between the fresh water and sea fishing rules. It is technically a saline 
lagoon and not a fresh water pond or ‘enclosed still waters’ as defined by 
the Environment Agency. Whilst it is possible to impose a “No Fishing” 
policy as the pond is in private ownership and as requested by certain 
individuals, achieving this would be unrealistic. There are complications 
as, for instance, Bass and Mullet are classified as 'sea' fish, others are 
freshwater fish and subject to different levels of protection.
Confrontational individuals will probably be fully aware of the intricacy of
the legal framework and so be able to provoke very abusive situations.
Accepting responsible fishing that respects the public, wildlife and the 
environment has been successful in the past and a demeanour of 
negotiation rather than confrontation has given better long term results. On
the few occasions when young people become over-excited and party on 
the South bank, fishermen and their hooks tend to dampen their spirits.
The fishing policy we currently have in place is “tolerance” and “sensible”
behaviour is the obvious criterion.
All incidents should be reported on the EA Incident hotline Telephone: 
0800 80 70 60 (24-hour service) so they will be officially recorded and 
help build up an evidence base.
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Dates for the Diary

Date Day Event

13th October Saturday Autumn cleanup Work Party

20th October Saturday Autumn cleanup Work Party

26th October Friday AGM

3rd November Saturday Autumn cleanup Work Party

23rd November Friday Dinner

Contacts

General: Nick Madinaveitia 01243 377749 chmn@smppa.org.uk
Treasurer: Mark Phillips 01243 376756 treasurer@smppa.org.uk
Membership Sharon Corbett 01243 389994 membership@smppa.org.uk
Social Events Jo Greenfield 01243 371134 info@smppa.org.uk
Work Party Rob Turner 01243 376508 workparty@smppa.org.uk
Photo comp. Mark Phillips 01243 376756 photos@smppa.org.uk
Wildlife: Downland Surgery 01243 377141

RSPCA 01239 667541
Environment 
Agency

All incidents
Flood line

0800 80 70 60
0345 988 1188

Note - revised numbers

Post c/o 35 Slipper Road, Emsworth, Hants., PO108BS

Publications

Please contact Jo Greenfield if you wish to purchase the Bird Book, Notelets or Cards
all on sale to support the Association.

Data Protection Act 2018

To comply with the EU's General Data Protection Regulation we have added our 
Data Protection & Privacy Policy to the Membership page of our website. If you have
any queries, or do not wish to receive email or postal communications from us, please
let us know by writing or emailing to info@smppa.org.uk.
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