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Chairman’s Introduction

This year’s Beach Party was a resounding
success with many members and their families
coming along to Slipper Mill where Tony
Yoward and Gavin Millar had made a
splendid picnic platform available.

Our thanks go to Sarah Titley and Betty
Smith, the organisers, who had worked so
hard for the event with the ever-present threat
of inclement weather.

I must draw your attention to the Agenda for the Annual General Meeting
which is being distributed with this Newsletter. You will see there is a  
vacancy on the Committee and we would welcome a willing volunteer to
help in the running and administration of the Association.

Nick Madina
Chairman
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Wildlife Report:

Birds

This Spring the pair of swans, which nested on Peter Pond last year and
laid eggs again this year were ousted by a new pair. The old cob was
severely damaged in the fight and was taken to a refuge.  We do not know
his ultimate fate. The incomers have not had any cygnets so far. 

None of the resident birds has bred profusely.  One brood each of coots
and moorhens have been noted. There have not been many ducklings
although of the eight ducklings recently hatched in a plant tub on Dolphin
Creek five have survived to a reasonable size.  

It is possible that the rats which live in the banks have something to do
with low survival rates. This rat population is supported by the large
quantities of bread that are given to the ducks particularly at the corner of
Peter Pond.

Fish

As usual, there have been large numbers of Grey Mullet and the odd Sea
Trout, one found on a line after someone ‘unofficially’ opened the tidal
gates.

Plants

In general our register of plants shows no great change from previous
summers, with none of the unusual species which we’ve had in recent
years.  

The Sea Club Rushes continued to flourish though there are still one or
two thin patches.  The stands of common reeds on the East Bank became
very thick so we will be cutting them back to keep the road clear and we
will be maintaining the black plastic weed matting in the pond to limit
them.

Slipper Caravan Park - New Fence
The retrospective Planning Application (08/03334/DOM) was submitted
last year was turned down by Chichester District Council as: 
“The unauthorised means of enclosure is by virtue of its design, height
and inappropriate use of materials considered to result in development
which forms a visually intrusive and incongruous feature within this
locality...”. 
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Following an unsuccessul appeal the owners  are now appealing against
an Enforcement Notice.  Full details are available on the Council’s web
site.

West Bank - Outside Face
In May we received full Planning Permission to carry out the proposed
works and are in the process of engaging consultants to prepare the
necessary documentation to satisfy the Design and Construction
Management Regulations, and to obtain tenders prior to seeking a major
grant to fund the works.
Chichester Harbour Conservancy have been very generous with grants to
help defray the costs of this appointment.

Footbridge
Early in the summer volunteers replaced
the rotten top and middle rails. It was
noted that some of the joints were in
poor condition and that further attention
will be needed from time to time.
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Dates for your Diary 

Annual General Meeting 
8.00pm on Friday, 23rd October, 2009 at the Emsworth Day Centre,
South Street, Emsworth 

Please do come and join us at the Annual General Meeting. We are
including the Agenda along with this Newsletter and your views are
always welcomed.

Annual Dinner 
7.30 for 8.00pm on Friday, 20th November, 2009 at the Brookfield
Hotel, Havant Road, Emsworth,.  

Tickets at £20.00 each will be available from Betty Smith and Sarah
Titley, who will also welcome any donations for the Raffle. 

Contacts

0845 988 1188Pollution

0800 80 70 60Mention the local rangers
in any calls – Paul
Reynolds & Trevor Page

Environment
Agency

01329 667541RSPCA
01243 377141The Downland Surgery
01243 377071Gavin Millar Wildlife:
01243 379947Sarah Titley
01243 371576Betty SmithSocial

Events

01243 377749Nick Madina General:

Page 4 of 4


