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Wildlife Report

The swans seem reluctant to give their three ndvoaie cygnets the push in
preparation for next year's brood as usually happgrDecember. Ducks are
plentiful; male mallards predominate though theeeaafew variants. Kingfishers have
been seen occasionally. Coots are already shasigmg of Spring; there was a major
territorial battle half way along the pond the attay, with the males fighting each
other in one squabble and the females attcking etner close by. As usual the
residents have been joined by a number of wintators and if the cold weather
continues we may see some even more interestirgespe

Grey Mullet went on producing fry until well intbe autumn. What their prospects ar
Is not known but it has kept the cormorants aneétsgrell fed and happy.

The reeds along the west bank look healthy safaeit with some thin patches, whicr
will be addressed in the final major planting ses®arly in the Spring.

West Bank - Qutside Face

As agreed at the AGM the Committee has consultéd mvany of the official bodies
involved and is working on making a formal Plannfgplication for the proposed
repairs.

Yacht Harbour Dredging:

The Marina is being dredged at present - the cotaralLand and Water Services Ltd.,
started his preparations on 1st. December andeigadfinish late February or early March tc
meet the restrictions imposed by the licence frdarRA.

Dredging is being carried out using a pontoon medninit. The silt is being placed into
hopper barges which are being towed to the dismigahear the entrance to Chichester
Harbour from where it will be spread by the tideoss the harbour.

Excavating in Marina Barges of silt ready to go out to sea

Work within the marina is being carried out from tewad a half hours before high water
until half an hour after high water on each tidastthe unit effectively only operates for a
maximum of 5 hours within any 24 hour period. Thi@er men are living in caravans on
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the marina site and are working to a schedule wjnty ten days on four days off. There
will be no working on the period immediately bef@kristmas or Christmas Day.

The Marina management apologise for any inconvesien disturbance that the works may
cause and are happy to discuss any aspects gbénation or concerns as the work

progresses. They can be contacted at the marirta @if by phone on 01243 377727.

Annual Dinner

Gather round everyone !
Can you believe they had DUCK for their Annual Dinner!!!

An excellent dinner at the Brookfield Hotel wasagd by some 92 members and friends ¢
the SMPPA on Friday 14November. It was a very lively evening which raiseer £600

for the Association. The raffle alone raised £3%hks to the generosity of everyone who
gave so generously (not to mention the raffle ticaders!).

Our thanks also to the local businesses who dornmaiees:
The Brookfield Hotel - Sunday lunch for two
The Coop - £50 worth of vouchers
The Sussex Brewery - sausage meal for two
Driftwood - £10 voucher
Tiers - two plants
Key Print - printing the tickets.

The Chairman’s speech included the two followingatotes that bear retelling:
Dodos in the pond:

Late in August there was a flurry of concern atltis stop on the main road - and Saral
Titley, on the way back from the hairdressers, a@osted by several agitated bus
passengers who were convinced that there was aupeog the pond. They were
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pointing to a majestic statuesque bird with a whiteast and large beak sitting on the
small bird raft and discussing where it could haeene from.

Sarah looked carefully and saw it was a

juvenile cormorant, but did not have the

heart to spoil their excitement, so said that

she knew the chairman of the SMPPA and

would let him know immediately as she we

on way her home. She rang my bell and tc

me about it - and | thought no more about

incident. Early that afternoon | was walking

on the bank and came across a group of

youths chatting to a reporter so | joined in.

Grumpily he said that he had been dragged away fi@tunch break because there wa:
a report of a rare bird on the pond - and his infation was that it was a dodo. | did not
dare disabuse him of that so | tactfully suggesiedl he might well be at the wrong place
and that he should check what was happening oii ¢ Pond. Sadly | did not see a
report in the paper about dodos in Emsworth

Hang on to your pants!

The other incident took place one evening in Sdmtemt a most pleasant dusk; | was
tidying up planks that the fishermen (or rather tis@er boys) had used to sneak over th
mud to the water's edge. These were spare matesial our work planting reeds and
were being held in reserve. | heard a plaintivestlimg - | looked around but could not
see anyone or anything untoward - and | put it dbeveome of the eco-birds we often
hear. | finished my task, making sure that the émbwere back in store and set off back
along Slipper Road, not thinking any more aboutitiegdent. As | neared home | heard
a cry of 'help’ - apparently coming from the tidglte. | looked again, but the gloaming
meant | could not see any detail. | could not ignsuch a cry, so | continued down
Slipper Road towards the Mill, hearing some sora ékrfuffle, and not being sure if
there was a crisis or not. The noises suggestedstiraeone might be in difficulty - but
not in dire distress. | turned the corner by thdlind found a lady by her car and a
strange shambling black shape working its way siisiyoalong the bank from the bridge
Remember - it was September and not Halloweerswmt in amazement rather than in
fear....... | asked her what was going on, and she

explained that she had come to rescue her sorhatie

been swimming with some friends and seemed to h

mysteriously lost his trunks - and all his clothE&kse

black shape had caterpillered itself closer. At las

recognised the form of an ashamed lad trying wegg

himself along in a sleeping bag desperate not fms

himself. | almost had sympathy for him when helveddhe gate - he was so ashamed
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that he oiled himself over it rather that have émbarrassment of wiggling through the
kissing gate.

| exchanged some appreciative comments with hieenetand was very pleased that it
was not a life-threatening emergency situatiorml sure that he will be more careful in
choosing his friends in the future!!

Flooding and Tidal Predictions

Bearing in mind that residents around the Pondhaneuch higher risk of flooding
from the sea here is a list of the highest predittbes for Portsmouth for the period
2008 to 2026. Take care as the schedule is obAsimical tides and take no account
of meteorological effects. The highest predicgef.0.3 m - due on 28th October 201E
and 15th November 2016

The highest Spring and Autumn Portsmouth Tidegé&wh year are:

Notes:

8 Apr 2008 4.87m
12 Jan 2009 4.83m
1 Mar 2010 4.93m

20 Mar 2011 4.97/m

9 Apr 2012 4.94m
13 Jan 2013 4.89m

3 Jan 2014 4.99m

22 Mar 2015 5.01m
9 Apr 2016 5.01m
28 Apr 2017 4.95m
3 Jan 2018 4.98m
21 Feb 2019 4.94m
8 Apr 2020 4.97m
29 Apr 2021 4.94m
3 Jan 2022 4.84m
23 Mar 2023 4.86m
12 Mar 2024 4.93m
31 Mar 2025 4.93m
19 Apr 2026 4.83m

14 Nov 20084.95m
19 Sep 20094.95m
8 Oct 20105.06m
27 Oct 20115.08m
15 Nov 2012 5.06m
4 Dec 20134.99m
9 Oct 2014 5.06m
28 Oct 20155.13m
15 Nov 2016 5.13m
5 Dec 20175.04m
9 Oct 20184.99m
30 Sep 20195.07m
18 Oct 20205.11m
6 Nov 2021 5.04m
10 Oct 20224.89m
30 Sep 20235.02m
18 Oct 2024 5.08m
6 Nov 2025 5.02m
27 Oct 20264.90m

The tidal information above is the copyright of the Proudman Oceanographic Laboratory's Web Site - fo
more information please do consult it

Levels refer to Chart Datum and exclude meteorological effects

The Environment Agency states on its Floodline \8db that only 30 per cent of
homes that can sign up to their Floodline Warnidgect service have signed up.
They can be contacted on 0845 988 1188.
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Dates for your Diary

Quiz Night

7.30 for 8.00pm on Friday, 2February, 2009t the Emsworth Day Centre, South
Street Emsworth

If you are prepared to create a Round of Quesbors theme please contact Betty
Smith or Sarah Titley by the end of December.

Spring Talk
7.30 for 8.00pm on Friday, 24th April at the Madist Hall, The Square, Emsworth
When Steve Taylor, a member of the National Instituof Medical Herbalists, will

talk about Living History, the Ancient and Moderlaits of Slipper Mill Pond.

Annual General Meeting
8.00pm on Friday, 23nd October, 2009 at the Em$wDdy Centre, South Street,
Emsworth

Annual Dinner
7.30 for 8.00pm on Friday, 20November, 2009 at the Brookfield Hotel, Havant &oa

Emsworth

Contacts
General: Nick Madina 01243 377749
Social Events Betty Smith 01243 371576
Sarah Titley 01243 379947
Wwildlife: Gavin Millar 01243 377071
The Downland Surgery 01243 377141
RSPCA 01329 667541
Environment Mention the local rangers in any calls — | 0800 80 70 60
Agency Paul Reynolds & Trevor Page
Pollution 0845 988 1188
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