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Spring Newsletter - 2008

Slipper Pond - by Henry Stamper (Age 4)

Introduction
Spring has been early this year; the birds and the bees have been very busy and the
plants are flourishing. Many thanks again to the volunteers for all their work in
planting the reeds. Those planted last year are looking very healthy and this year’s
planting is starting to sprout.
Unfortunately there has been a series of break-ins to property around the pond so we
are including a note from the Area Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator in this issue.

Nick Madina, Chairman

Contents

ContactsMarch Storm Surge
BurglariesEast Bank Reed Control
DatesWest Bank Reed Planting
Spring TalkBird Flu
Quiz NightWildlife Report

SMPPA Spring Newsletter - 2008 Page 1 of 6



Wildlife Report

It has been a fairly quiet winter for birds, but a pair of Mediterranean Gulls and
Red-breasted Mergansers added interest right at the end of it. The coots have hatched
four chicks and the remaining two are beyond the redheaded stage. Grey Mullet have
been in evidence recently and the first shoal of fry were spotted on the 23rd April.
Plant life is vigorous, with the usual markers of spring. Growth of the recently
transplanted Sea Club Rushes is good in parts and a watch is being kept.  Peacock
butterflies are around in fair numbers.

Our special pond invertebrate, the tube worm: Ficopomatus enigmaticus, will no
doubt continue to thrive in the somewhat unusual conditions which the pond
provides, but we shall have less information about it in future. After more than a
quarter-century of detailed scientific observations, Clifford Thorp is drawing his
studies to a close. It is sad that no-one in his previous department at Portsmouth
university has seen fit to continue this project or to re-survey the pond's invertebrate
life, but we must be grateful to Clifford for putting us on the scientific map. 

The swans nesting on Peter Pond continue to have battles with visitors, and nearly
every day at the moment they are driving off either single or pairs of intruding swans.
It makes one wonder where they get the energy from to sustain such activity. It must
be the bread from the children who have come to feed the ducks!

Bird Flu

The latest information on the DEFRA Web Site reminds us all to be vigilant and
notes that as of 27 March, the Wild Bird Monitoring Area and associated disease
control restrictions put in place following cases of H5N1 Avian Influenza in wild
birds in Dorset have been lifted. The problems are still with us.  Details of what to do
should you suspect an incident are available from Chichester Harbour Conservancy
and DEFRA.

West Bank Reed Planting

The advance works and the Volunteer Day on 15th March went well and a stretch of
50m of reeds was planted in new frames. Many thanks again to all our volunteers,
who helped with the preparatory work and those who contributed to make the day so
rewarding.

Depending on how the reeds take it might be necessary to undertake some
supplementary planting.
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East Bank Reeds

The common reeds (phragmytes australis) are
starting to intrude excessively into the pond in
the North-east corner close to Slipper Road. We
have explored the literature and were
disappointed to discover that cutting the reeds
to below water level to drown them and digging
up the roots are not effective solutions. We did
not consider the use of herbicides appropriate
in our environment. The recommended
solution, and the one used by David Gatterell of
Chichester Wildfowlers with good effect on Peter Pond, is to blanket them to exclude
natural light.  

When the pond level was lowered in March we set up a test containment section of
some 5m. using a weighted black plastic weed control sheet and we will be
monitoring developments with interest.

March Storm Surge

On March 10th we had rough weather and experienced a major surge with the tide
being some 0.7m higher than predicted in Portsmouth. The Southwest winds were
severe with gusts up to F11 at the harbour entrance. The A259 was closed for a while
and waves were over topping the wall at the head of the pond. Many of the paving
slabs over the cable duct on the pond side of the bridge were lifted by the action of
the waves. 

Displaced cable duct slabs along the
main road

Main road awash
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Quiz Night

The March Quiz Night was voted a success by all who attended and particular thanks
go to the Titley Family, Tony Yoward and Gavin Millar for their preparation of the
questions. Bill Warren’s performance as Quiz Master was enthusiastically energetic
and Sara Titley determinedly ensured that the scoring was fair and just.  

Spring Talk

"Heroic Failures. A good idea at the time!!" by Alan Hurd was a thought-provoking
evening enjoyed by some 30 members. Alun showed us many   examples of  
industrial inventions of the nineteenth century which never made the grade and
delved into their background in a most informative way. Perhaps one of the largest he
showed was the huge Foxton canal lift on in the Leicester Section of the Grand Union
Canal which was opened in 1989 and closed in 1909 as being uneconomic.
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Amongst the many others he described were:

Lazy Tongues for the purpose of propelling carriages  
Engineer’s and Mechanic’s Encylopedia 1836 Inventor: Mr.T.S.Holland, patented 1827

A Four-footed Motor 

Cassell’s Family Magazine, 1880
Mr.Richards, the inventor, drives a large

number of sewing machines to make
military uniforms

A Pounding Machine 

Mechanical Inventions, 
Arcana of Science, 1820

                    

SMPPA Spring Newsletter - 2008 Page 5 of 6



 Dates for your Diary - 2008

Brookfield Hotel7.30 for 8.00pm14th NovemberAnnual Dinner

Day Centre, South
Street, Emsworth

7.30 for 8.00pm 17th  October Annual General Meeting
tbaAutumn Trip
tbaSummer Street Party

Burglaries 

Our Area Neighbourhood Co-ordinator writes:

I  am sure that a number of you will have heard of the spate of burglaries or attempted burglaries in
the area around the pond during the last few months. They have occurred both on the Hampshire
and West Sussex side of the pond. Therefore I think that a few words of advice on how to try to beat
the burglar would not go amiss.

There is nothing new about the advice I have to offer but I think that you will agree that all of it
makes good sense. For instance:
If you are planning to be away from your home for any length of time consider fitting a light with a
timer so that it can be seen from the outside and arrange several on/off times. Also fit a radio with a
timer so that it too can be heard from the outside.
Make sure that doors have good quality mortice or multi locks fitted and bolts fitted to back doors,
as well as  locking windows.    
Locks, alarms, lighting and good neighbours all play a part in deterring burglars. This final
comment cannot be stressed too highly, always make sure that your neighbours know when you are
away for any length of time so that they can keep an eye on any strangers that might be around you
property.
Finally if you do see any suspicious individuals or incidents in your area please do not hesitate to
report them to the police non-emergency phone line 0845 60 70 999 in West Sussex or 0845 045 45
45 in Hampshire.  If, of course you are faced with a life threatening situation, people are injured or
a crime is in progress then call the emergency number 999.  

Contacts

0845 988 1188Floodline

0800 80 70 60Environment Agency
Mention the local rangers
in any calls – Paul
Reynolds & Trevor Page

Pollution
01243 377141The Downland Surgery 
01329 667541RSPCA 
01243 377071Gavin Millar Wildlife:
01243 377749Nick Madina General:
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