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Outside Face Repairs Dates for your Diary

Introduction

January, February and March have seen a flurrry of activity on the pond as the
Reed Planting project has got underway. The article in this Newstefteats

the background and includes an account of our adventures in completing it. We
are now starting to worry if the swans and ducks will crop the new feeds
nesting material as they did last year!

Nick Madina, Chairman

Wildlife Report

The warmer than ususal winter has been very benighSaring is springing
early this year.

Our volunteers have rebuilt and repositioned the Northedrraft, and, after
some days of hesitation whilst he and she discussedatdamily has taken
up residence.

Gavin Millar reports:

Birds:

The main feature this winter has been the usuaunexaf gulls, (mainly
black-headed), coots, moorhens, mallards, cormorants, mubs sava
occasional small flock of Canada geese, a few dabchicksogdth little egret
when the water was low, and a brief visit by a greasted grebe. A very smart
pair of red breasted mergansers was laying on a greaaydjspt recently.

Plants:

The late-flowering labiates (dead nettles) seen beforst@ias eventually got
the message that they belonged to last year and died donse Gas never
quite disappeared and now we’ve got lesser celandine, rechdébej-black
horehound, and, of course any number of planted daffodils ieflomhile

there are lots of new green shoots around of plants whictiower later. Sea
club rushes have not produced visible new growth as yetvidigood because
we want to do as much planting as possible before they do so.

Fish:

The cormorants and diving ducks have clearly been findingething and the
egrets were doing well just outside the tidal gateshmrethave also been some
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guite large fish visible near the road bridge, presumaiely gpullet but it's
difficult to be sure.

Invertebrates:

There is ample evidence of last year’s growth of our tabevFicopomatus
enigmaticus)put it will be some time before the mean temperaturiebeihigh
enough for them to become active. At least we haved'titest while the water
level has been low.

Bird Flu

This note is a repeat from our earlier Newsletterhiashreat from Bird Flu is
ever present and clearly the wild birds on the pond pose atipbtareat. As
noted on our Web Site the Chichester Harbour Conservasqydsaed full
information on their Web Site with links to the DEFRA €Tlollowing extract
from their "Questions and Answers" page addresses sorne bésic issues:

11 My dog found some dead birds. Does that mean it will get 'flu?

There is no evidence that any type of avian influenza (Al) has passeavieom
species to dogs. So even in the unlikely event that the reported disdurdied
from Al, the risk to your dog would be extremely low. Cases offlloigeive been
recorded in the USA, but in this case the virus is believed to hayeated from
horse ‘flu.

12 Am | at risk from touching dead birds?

Wild birds can carry several diseases that are infectious to pedipiead birds are
handled, it is important to wash your hands with soap and water as soon as possible.
Avoid touching your face and certainly do not eat until you have washed your hgnds.
Clean any soiling on clothing with soap and water.

13 What am | at risk from?

Although the risk of Al may be low, birds carry other respiratorycindes. Birds can
also carry infections which can cause gastrointestinal infections such messla
and Campylobacter.
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Reed Planting on the West Bank

The West Bank of the Slipper Mill Pond was first builthe 1760s at the time
of the construction of King’s Quay and the puddled clay w@s probably
contained between easily maintained stake and plank walls.

Over the centuries sections have
been replaced and upgraded and i
the 1980s volunteers lined the insic
face with sandbags. These bags h
served well but are now showing tf
signs of wear. Wave action has
undermined the footing and is
penetrating between the bags and
washing out the core in places.

The current problems of the inside face of the sea waltwecognised some 4
years ago and a repair programme instigated. The fage stas to underpin
the wall where the foundations were being weakened, andtohaddress the
problem of the erosion between the bags.

In 2004 the Association was given grants by the
Conservancy and Chichester Disrict Council and
work commenced. Volunteers worked along the
whole bank for two days cleaning out the voids at
the foot of the inside face and and then ramming
home dry-mix concrete to underpin them. The
Chichester Observer sent a reporter to inspect
progress and a article duly appeared in the October
14th 2004 edition of the newspaper.

Various ways of strengthening the wall itself weressdered, including

pointing between each of the sandbags and even rebuildinghe end all
agreed that that an eco-friendly organic solution wasnib& practical and
should be used - the plan was to plant reeds in front difahlke to act as a wave
break which would alleviate the problem, enhance theseavbrk

strengthening the foundations. It was noted that fusiteek would be required
from time to time to maintain the upper sections of thi bva all agreed that
this was a managable load especially as the footings Wweut@cure. In
addition the solution also had two major advantages - inogete variety of
habitat in the pond and improving the appearance of the bank.

The range of reed species that could survive in the-saime pond was
discussed and it was decided that Sea Club Rush (Scirpitisnons) should be
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used, as it was already growing successfully alony\test bank and was
easily obtainable from elsewhere on the Slipper and PeteisP

The Association made enquiries as how to
undertake the work, and found that no one else
had tried such a solution in a tidal brackish
lagoon recently and that Club Rush had been
planted close by in the 1980s and that it was
flourishing. Rocky protected planting bays had
been tried in the past, and it seemed that wave
action had washed out the planting medium. It
was decided to try out various planting methods
because of the length of bank involved and trials weréedaout in 2005 and
2006.

Reed planting by volunteers Reed growth
February 2005 August 2005

The results of the first trial using a special comnadieir (coconut matting)
roll were not impressive. It was suspected that yehagave action had
carried away some of the silt that the reeds had beeteg@lam In 2006 four
test samples of planting were prepared building on the pey®ar's
experience and to explore some of the practical problemsprohic reed
growth confirmed that we had a viable solution.

It was agreed to implement this and set about construtiamg to support the
reeds at about natural water level, and act as waviduved! they were fully
established. Long term it is anticipated that the utecember will rot and be
absorbed into the reed mat leaving a ‘natural’ solution
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Planting bays of varying depth with Reed growth
reeds planted September 2006
March 2006

We sought physical and financial help. In November 2006 waved an offer
of help from Chichester Wild Fowlers and applied succegdtuila grant from
the Chichester Harbour Conservancy’s Social Developmert &nd planned
work to start in January 2007.

Details of the construction process continued to be discasgkedeveloped.
Trials of driving timber pegs into the underlying grapedved difficult so it
was decided to use steel pegs instead.

Difficulty in finding sufficient suitable scrap stemleant that galvanised pipe
cut to length was purchased. It was also suggested togserthe fill and
gravel in bags to make their storage and handling ed$ierCommittee
accepted that these proposals would increase costs buafactiatters so the
materials were ordered in December and were on siteipalnuary.

The First Volunteer Day was January 14th. Seven Wildfosvbind 18 SMPPA
volunteers turned out and everyone worked flat out to thes lshtheir
physical abilities. Some 80m of framing were fixed and 30therh were

filled with all the seven bags of very clayey topsoik thad been ordered.
Whilst this was a great achievement it proved to betdne of our problems!

Page 6 of 12



Slipper Mill Pond Preservation Association NEWSLETTER - March 2007

Prefabricating the frames Fixing

(photo thanks to Angela Brown) (photo thanks to Angela Brown)

Loading topsoil Coffee!
(photo thanks to Maurice Bloomfield) (photo thanks to Angela Brown)
Filling frames Empty frames - filled in the distance
(photo thanks to Angela Brown) (photo thanks to Angela Brown)
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The following week the exceptional Spring tides (about 0.7mepoedicted)
loosened the unfilled frames and they started to floahmAasmergency measure
we filled sandbags with gravel and draped them over thé&spkamd hoped they
would hold. It was not to be! The big storm wreaked havoc! Ssfine of
framing floated free and some even drifted gracefullpgsthe pond complete
with sandbags full of gravel still attached propelled byRbece 9 gale!

During the following weeks volunteers repaired and repléovedamaged
sections. To hold them down we made up hessian ‘flagsq fikem to the
inside of the frames and weighted them down with sandbabaray other
material that came to hand. There was just enoughféimanother 20m of
frames to be fixed making the whole length available fangotg 120m long.
We held our breath and hoped they would hold until the nexk\Vay.

Flags on bank Flags in position on ground

Gravel bags weighing down flags Loose topsoil

After our experiences with handling the clayey fidrfr the bags we reverted to
using loose material - and had 13 tonnes delivered and tippetsathe gate
by the Mill building. We protected the wall with tarpasliand used old shutter
board as a base to try to reduce spillage. This was reagenabkessful but, as
Is inevitable, the small amount that escaped did mulch the puddle in the
middle of the path to make it unpleasant.
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The Second Volunteer Day - Sunday - February 11th - 4 Wildfsvand 12
SMPPA volunteers turned out in very poor weather - complétea classic
hailstorm in the middle of the morning. Notwithstandingsth adverse
conditions the result was very satisfactory - withtadl empty timber frames
being filled.

That afternoon four intrepid volunteers carried out an exeert to see if it
was practical to move cut reeds by water. The sluiceopar and water level
pond was some 15 cm below the top of the gates. Whilst reeddeiag cut
and loaded into an inflatable dinghy a line was threadedighrthe bridge
under the main road. The dinghy was then pulled throagid -one very brave
volunteer paddled it across Slipper Pond - struggling beciakspt grounding
because of the low water level. The overall conclusios that large quantities
of reeds justified the complications, but that given éingiworkforce, the
reeds needed would be best moved by barrow.

The Third Volunteer Day - March 11th - stretched into tags as the detailed
programme evolved. It was agreed with the owner of Peted B take the
reeds from the Gooseberry Cottage (West) shore, and toregdce their
frontage as they were spreading into the shallows. TgleAalysis for the
Reed Planting was reassessed to take into account wovkaygfieom the
Slipper Pond - one of the consequences was that it wakeddoi purchase
and provide all the volunteers who were barrowing matestal high visibility
waistcoats to reduce the risk of an accident whilst arggkie main road.

On the Saturday a small group of volunteers carried eutdkessary

preparatory work. They established planked barrow-ways acmssdds, cut,

transported and stacked reeds on the footpath in preparatibe foil

volunteer force the next day. They even managed to nawe barrow loads to
Slipper Pond.

Reed Cuttingphoto - June Porter)
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On the Work Day the sun shone - and the team set tarikéled machine.
Wildfowlers came and joined the team of 17 volunteers todmdreeds were
cut and loaded, barrows rolled, and then planted. By coffeentiast of the
frames had been filled and it was time to spread gravitleotop to hold them
down until they rooted. By lunchtime the last items wehed up and the
whole team went home knowing that they had put in a goodimgisrwork.

Barrowing Delivery & Planting
(photo - June Porter) (photo - June Porter)

Since starting in January the volunteers have powvén 300 hours of work -

160 during the Volunteer Days and the rest in preparatidmegrair work.
Unfortunately we have still to complete about 40m. Of tis&le face, and plan
to do that next Spring.

West Bank - Outside Face

Unfortunately we have little progress to report again.aiéeat the early stages
of discussion with the Heritage Lottery Fund, and busy piegpaur case for a
Heritage Grant. The firm-filling is quite daunting we are looking for a large
sum of money - as we reported last time we expect th@sdpaost in the
order of £50,000. We fear that, at earliest, we might @k next Autumn.
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Display Panels

The present Display Panels were installed in 1999 andlidesare much admired
by all for their completeness and detail. With the mgishe profile of the
Association and to draw attention to the reed planting dlmngVest Bank the
Committee has agreed to use the opportunity to refresh tkesver we are
indebted to the Conservancy for their grant from the Séaaklopment Fund
and the work done by volunteers in refurbishing the frafesupdated panels
will be installed in the next few weeks.
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Hermitage Housing

The latest Planning Application proposes to uproot four oak weks
preservation orders and to plant substitutes. As reported iDecember
Newsletter we lodged an objection and as at 15.3.07 the Appiidadd not
been yet determined.

E-mail Addresses
To make communications easier and faster please caemalbens who have
not yet done so, please send an E-mail to:

Webmaster@smppa.org.uk

Please give it the title “SMPPA Member”. We will whé circulation list from
this solely for Association Business.

Dates for your diary

Friday, 20" April Spring Talk - to be given by officers from Baker

2007 Barracks on Thorney Island
7.30 for 8.00pm at the Methodist Church, The Squafe,
Emsworth

Thursday, 18th Annual General Meeting
October 2007

Friday, 23rd Annual Dinner
November 2007

Contacts:
General: Wildlife:
Nick Madina (01243377749) | Gavin Millar (01243 377071)
E-mail: Please let him know if you see any wildlife

webmaster@smppa.org.uk | activity out of the ordinary. The first point
of help is the RSPCA (01329 667541). The
Downland Surgery (01243 377141) offers|a
support service in the event of real need.
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