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NEWSLETTER - December 2007

Getting ready for Spring

Introduction:
Christmas again! Long dark nights, trees with no leaves, frost on the ground mark
the end of the old year and, looking forward, the start of the new.  This has been the
'Year of the Reeds'. The Spring planting has paid dividends; the Southern end of the
West Bank is now protected by a dense mat of reeds which provide an additional
wildlife habitat as well as enhancing the pond. We are using the dormant winter
period to tidy up and maintain the bird rafts and the banks, and are looking forward
to the Spring when all will burst into life.
Happy Christmas

Nick Madina, Chairman
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Wildlife Report

It’s been a curious sort of autumn. Some of the birds we usually don’t see much of until
winter, such as dabchick, redshank, greenshank and grey plover were around in August.
We have not had much really cold weather so far (apart from a brief freeze-over for the
pond in mid-November) so we haven’t seen many winter migrants. Remarkably the East
bank swan family are still together and still to be seen shepherding their three cygnets
around the pond, although the latter can now fly and they all move out to the harbour for
much of the time. A young heron has been in evidence, often on the rafts, providing
picturesque views for the photographically inclined. The tidal gate opening at the end of
November brought lots of gulls and waders, suggesting the mud contains a healthy
population of invertebrates. It also revealed a pretty exuberant growth of our exotic
tubeworm. Flowering plants are a rarity this time of the year, although the odd periwinkle,
white dead-nettle, and bristly ox tongue, not to mention gorse and the beautiful strawberry
tree are still providing a show. The reeds look pretty good -  if we can get the sea club-
rushes to proliferate while reining in the common reeds (for which we have cunning plans)
we shall be well pleased

We are continuing to update the Plant Register –  it is available in full on the Website.

Bird Flu
The problems associated with Bird Flu are still with us, particularly following the
announcement of an outbreak of avian influenza in East Anglia. Details of what to do
should you suspect an incident are available from Chichester Harbour Conservancy and
DEFRA.
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Autumn Work
We drained the pond at the end of November to allow for repairs to the sluice paddle, to
repair the slipway  and to start cutting back the clumps of Common Reeds on the East
bank close to Slipper Road as they  are starting to encroach into the water.  

East Bank – Problem Reeds

Two reeds grow along the East Bank – the tall Common Reed and the shorter Sea Club
Rush.  We are concerned that the Common Reed is creeping into the pond and measures
have to be taken to control it. At present the Sea Club Rush seems to be self-limiting and
is providing a useful protection to the bank.
The Common Reed ( Phragmytes Australis ) is described as a tall perennial grass that can
grow to heights of 15 feet or more. Thickets displace native wetlands plants, alter
hydrology, and block sunlight to the aquatic community. The reeds planted along the East
bank of the pond along Slipper Road probably came from Peter Pond, and that they were
initially taken from the Fishbourne Marsh Project some 25 years ago . 
Three sections cause concern – the North where it now intrudes about 1m. further into the
pond than the ideal, and the middle and South sections.
When we drained the pond in November, five volunteers tried cutting and digging up the
reeds but the work was only marginally successful. Sections of roots were very deep and
broken bits were inevitably left in the deep muddy excavations. We all agreed that this was
not satisfactory. 

The advice from David Gattrell (Wild fowler looking after Peter Pond) and in technical
papers (e.g.: http://tncweeds.ucdavis.edu/esadocs/documnts/phraaus.pdf) confirm that this
is a very palliative approach and that the is to blanket them with a black plastic sheet.
We agreed at the recent Committee meeting that we will install a test containment section
some 5m. long using a weighted black plastic sheet at the North end by Slipper House
where we have cut the reeds already. We plan to do this when we drain the pond in
January.
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AGM
The Annual General Meeting was held in the Day Centre in South Street on 18th October.
The chairman gave an illustrated presentation of the year's activities and outlined the
programme for the next year to 36 members. The Minutes, circulated with this Newsletter,
summarise the details.

Annual Dinner

We all gathered at the Brookfield on 23rd November for the now traditional excellent
dinner. It was sad to note that there would have been 96 Association members and their
friends sitting down but sickness reduced numbers to 88. We do hope they are all better
now.  We had a good lively evening which raised over £500 for the Pond. 
We sold £338 worth of Raffle Tickets and, as always, many thanks to the members who so
generously contributed prizes.  
Our thanks also to the local businesses who donated prizes:

- the Brookfield Hotel (Sunday lunch for two)
- the Emsworth Co-op (£20 worth of Christmas goods)
- The Sussex Brewery (Breakfast for two)
- Driftwood (£20 worth of vouchers for the café)
- Key Print (printing the Dinner tickets) 

Hermitage Housing 
The Sustainable Urban Drainage System as built still does not meet its design criteria and
the developer is again asking to fell protected trees. We have submitted yet another letter
of objection saying that a correctly functioning system is of paramount importance in
achieving an acceptable water quality in the river system and that, resolving the problems
associated with the incorrectly sized pond should not be to the detriment of other
environmental assets. 
Full details are available from Chichester District Council [Application Reference
06/05011/TPA].

The Management Company and Engineer looking after the Hermitage Site appointed by
David Wilson Homes are: 

Management Company Engineer

Meadfleet
Suite 1, 3rd Floor, Southgate House,
Stevenage, 
Herts, SG1 1HG
Tel: 01438 340260 
Fax: 01438 340261
www.meadfleet.co.uk

Lee Wilson 
Walker Associates 
13 Capricorn Centre,
Cranes Farm Road,
Basildon, Essex. SS14
3JJ
Tel: 01268 530500
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Surges and high tides -   A timely reminder.  
In November there were two major tidal surge events in the North Sea, both of which were
reflected in our tides here in Emsworth. The following plots show the event of 9th

November when there was a surge of 2.8m in Lowestoft and 0.6m here. The Environment
Agency issued appropriate Flood Warnings for us on both occasions taking into account
our local conditions. 
For more information about Flooding please do contact them – 0845 988 1188 or 
http://www.environment-agency.gov.uk/subjects/flood/826674/

Lowestoft  Surge = 4.2–2.5 = 1.7m

Portsmouth  Surge = 5.1-4.5 = 0.6
Plots copied from the National Tidal and Sea Level Facility web Site -

(http://www.pol.ac.uk/ntslf/about.html)
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Dates for your Diary - 2008

7th March - 7.30 for 8.00pm Quiz Evening
Fun for the family

15th March 2008 - 9.00 am Reed Planting – Volunteers wanted
Details to be posted on the Website

11th April - 7.30 for 8.00pm Spring Talk - by the Emsworth Museum
Day Centre, South Street, Emsworth

Summer Street Party

Autumn Trip

17th  October  - 7.30 for 8.00pm Annual General Meeting
Day Centre, South Street, Emsworth

14th November  - 7.30 for 8.00pm Annual Dinner

Contacts

General: Nick Madina 01243 377749
E-mail: webmaster@smppa.org.uk

Wildlife: Gavin Millar 01243 377071

The first point of help is the RSPCA (01329 667541).
The Downland Surgery (01243 377141) offers a
support service in the event of real need.

Environment Agency Pollution 0800 80 70 60
Mention the local rangers in any calls –

 Paul Reynolds & Trevor Page
Floodline 0845 988 1188
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Children's Competition
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        -- Christopher Isherwood

� Children and small friends of members are invited to submit a picture
illustrating the poem.

� The closing date for submissions is 15th January 2008.  
� Judging will be by a panel of Tom Dowling, Suzie Thomson-Coon and

Charlie Brightwell.
� Age will be taken into account 
� There will be prizes for the best five submissions.
� Results will be posted in our Spring Newsletter. 
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7.30 for 8.00pm  at the Day Centre, South Street, Emsworth

Please tell  

� Julie Warren (374294)
� Sarah Titley (379947)

or
� Betty Smith (371576)

 if you plan to come
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