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Introduction  

Has anyone seen Summer? The wet and windy weather in June, July and now
August has had its impact.  There has been much more water than usual
flowing down the River Ems and growth on the banks is  more lush and the
newly planted reeds have really flourished.  

The Pond has continued to be a source of pleasure and interest, and in the
early Summer we had many school parties visit us.

Unfortunately we are having great difficulty raising the large sums of money
we need to repair the essential sections of outside face of the West Bank.

We hope you will all join us on our proposed trip to the Thorney Island base.

Nick Madina, Chairman

School Talk

In the Spring the Chairman gave a slide presentation to two forms at St.James’
Primary School. Over 70 children from Years 3 and 4 visited the pond and
thought about what they could do to help to improve it. The children baked
cakes to sell and managed to raise £70.62 during an open afternoon event. This
event involved the children communicating to parents what they had learnt and
their ideas on ways to improve the pond.  The children researched the different
birds, wildlife and plants around the pond and made posters to communicate
their findings and some designed bird rafts for the pond. Captions included : 

: 
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� "The mute swan is called that because it is very quiet"
� "Eels are very supple and bendy"
� "It would save the population of black headed gulls. So if you are

lucky, you might see one!" 
� "Fish would not live here, but the fish would be great food for a

hungry bird!" 
� "It includes a water fountain, bird house and a shelter for swans

(will it all fit?)"
� "In the water there are ginormous fishes!!!"
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Wildlife Report
Gavin Millar reports:

After a slow start it has been a reasonable breeding season for coots and ducks:
the pond is alive with fish of all sizes.

A swan family nested in the East side of Slipper Pond,
producing five cygnets of which one soon died. A
second pair of swans nested in Peter Pond producing
two cygnets. After hatching they managed to avoid
each other for a while, but conflict was inevitable, and
the Mill Pond family was driven off, one of the
cygnets being killed in the process. Dolphin Lake and
the Creek became their base and for a while peace was
restored and both flourished.

The three cygnets and their parents together with ducks and a clutch of six
ducklings approaching full size are often to be seen sharing the mud of Dolphin
Lake at low tide.  Sadly, as I write, the Peter Pond swans with their two cygnets
came out into the harbour at high tide, and there has been a lot more fighting.
The chances of all the remaining cygnets, or even adults, surviving look slim.
Well intentioned efforts have been made to separate them, but nature has a
habit of imposing her own solution, and it is not always the one we like.

As reported, the transplanted reeds have been flourishing. A delightful pale
blue flowered Water Speedwell appeared in one of the clumps, but disappeared
soon after. The Calamint which surprised the local experts by appearing on the
East Bank is in flower again.

Pollution Incident
On 23rd. May it was reported that black sludge was entering the pond from the
River Ems. The Chairman investigated and found no signs and came to the
conclusion it was a false alarm, possibly sparked off by mud stirred up by the
ducks.
In the event of such an emergency please report any pollution to the
Environment Agency  - see the Contacts list at the end of the Newsletter.

Bird Flu
The threat from Bird Flu is ever present and clearly the wild birds on the pond
pose a potential threat.  As noted on our Web Site the Chichester Harbour
Conservancy has posted full information on their Web Site with links to

DEFRA. 
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Reed Planting
The reed planting this Spring has been very successful - the South end of the
bank is now  hidden. We must thank all the volunteers who worked so hard  in

all sorts of weathers to achieve this.

The continual high flows in the River Ems have generated their own High
Water mark leaving a bath-like rime of white - probably a calcareous deposit -
at about the same level as the browning of the lower part of the reed stems.

.

New reeds

Browned stems

Timber frame

Spring water level

Normal water level

West Bank - Outside Face

Unfortunately we have little progress to report.  The bank continues to
deteriorate slowly. As we have already reported it is not in immediate danger,
but the remedial works are becoming more urgent.
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Display Panels

The new panels have been completed thanks to the help of David Urry, and are
now in position at both ends of the pond.

Hermitage Housing

There has been no material change in the situation - the latest Planning
Application is still outstanding and proposes to uproot four oak trees with
preservation orders and to plant substitutes.

Flooding
The events of June and July have been a reminder of the threats of flooding.  As
the pond is tidal flooding is possible from the sea. Spring tides can be raised by
low pressure and strong winds and the uplift we have had recently has been
about 0.6m. Under these circumstances the pond bank becomes submerged and
the tide can even surge up the Ems valley as far as the railway line.
The Environment Agency has modified its “Flood Warning Direct” Service and
changed the Emsworth sea front warning Reference.
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For information about flooding and to receive early warnings please contact the
Environment Agency’s “Floodline” service Tel. No. 0845 988 1188. And use
the relevant “Quickdial Number”:

0122181
Brockhampton, Langstone
and Emsworth (coast)

01232111
River Ems from
Westbourne to Emsworth

Quickdial
Number

Title

Volunteer needed - Independent Examiner
It is with sadness that we have to report the passing away in July of John
Schofield - our stalwart Independent Examiner for many years. We are looking
for a suitable individual to offer his/her services to examine our accounts and to
confirm that we comply with the Charity Commission’s requirements. 
If you know someone who is prepared to undertake please contact the
chairman.

E-mail Addresses
To make communications easier and faster please can all members who can

send an E-mail to the Webmaster@smppa.org.uk. 

Contacts:

0845 988 1188Floodline

mention names of the local rangers - Paul Reynolds &
Trevor Page

0800 80 70 60PollutionEnvironment Agency 

Please let him know if you see any wildlife activity out of
the ordinary. The first point of help is the RSPCA (01329
667541). The Downland Surgery (01243 377141) offers a
support service in the event of real need.

01243 377071Gavin MillarWildlife:
E-mail: webmaster@smppa.org.uk

1,243,377,749Nick MadinaGeneral: 
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 Invitation to the Baker Barracks
Thorney Island

Major (Retd) C J Hallam, Station Staff Officer of the Baker Barracks, Thorney
Island, has extended an invitation to members of the SMPPA to visit the
Barracks on Wednesday 3rd. October 2007, from 3.00 to 5.00 p.m.  Major
Hallam will show us around and answer questions.

This invitation follows the successful evening in April when two Officers from
Baker Barracks gave a presentation on life in the 47th. Regiment, Royal
Artillery.

If members are interested in attending, please contact either Betty Smith from
Harbour Way on 01243 371576 or Sarah Titley from Slipper Road on 01243
379947 by 31st August.

As soon as we know the numbers we can start to organise transport, in the form
of shared cars, if needed.

Dates for your diary 
   

Annual Dinner  - The Brookfield HotelFriday, 23rd November 2007

Annual General Meeting Day 
Centre, South Street.

Thursday, 18th October 2007

visit the Barracks on Wednesday 
from 3.00 to 5.00 p.m. - see above 

Wednesday, 3rd October 2007,
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