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NEWSLETTER - September 2006

Slipper Mill Pond Preservation
Association

Registered Charity No. 277744
The pond’s day to day management and maintenartbe responsibility of the
Association who look after it on behalf of 34 ptiggoint owners.

Slipper Mill Pond lies to the East of Emsworth age on the Chichester road. T
footpath along its West bank gives excellent viefvshe pond and harbour al
wild flowers abound on the East Bank. The River Eand the tide fill it makin
an unusual wildlife habitat. Swans, Mallard ducksl & oots breed on the po
and many other birds visit. Grey Mullet and othshfspawn in it. In addition th
rare invertebrates found in the water and mud haeele it a Site of Natur
Conservation Importance

Web site - www.smppa.org.uk
Contact: c/o 35 Slipper Road, Emsworth, Hants. PBAS webmaster@smppa.org.uk
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West Bank Bird flu

Introduction:

This Summer has been a very active period for the Association
behind the scenes. We have continued to raise our profile. Above
Is the new Association Poster which we have arranged with the
Emsworth Business Association to be shown at the Emsworth
Show and the Food Festival. We have had many distinguished
visitors - English Nature, the West Sussex Plant Recorder and the
Institute of Biology. Whilst | had appreciated that our banks were
a treasure-trove of plants | was amazed to discover that we have
now identified more than 100 different species.

My thanks to everyone who helps in maintaining the pond and
with the administration.

Nick Madina, Chairman

Annual General Meeting

With this Newsletter is the Agenda for the 2006 Annual General
Meeting. Both Mrs Iris Buck and Mr Ron Clifton, have decided to
stand down and we owe them a great vote of thanks for their
many years of service as Committee members.

As noted in the attached Agenda, nominations for the posts of
Honorary Chairman, Secretary, Membership Secretary, Treasure
and five Committee members must be submitted to the Secretary
by 21st. September 2006.

Wildlife

Against all odds our swans have successfully hatched four cygnets
on the pond itself. They nested alongside the West Bank using the
adjacent sea club rush reeds that we are trying to use asiprotect
for the bank, which have suffered but with luck may recover.
(See also “Reader’'s Contribution”). After a slow start coots,
mallards, and moorhens have also produced young.
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Many grey mullet fry are to be seen, and CIiff Thorp reports fai
numbers of larvae of the tube worm, Ficopomatus. They, and
other invertebrates, thrive on phytoplankton which looks like
brown sludge - but it's a vital part of the pond’s ecosystem.

We have had help in cataloguing our plant life, particularly from
Brian Fellows.

The experimental reed planting to protect the West bank has been
successful this summer. We are investigating the effects of the
level of planting and have used protected enclosures with varying
depths of topsoil and gravel. At present there appears to be no
great difference, although initially the reeds with no added topsoil
thrived better. Last year’s planting, lower in the water andh wit
coir matting to protect them from wave action, is looking poor in
comparison.

Several professional bodies have made site visits this summer:

Sussex Botanical Recording Society
On 11 July Ann de Potier, of tF-
Harbour Conservancy, and otl
members of the Society took
detailed look at the grasses
plants on the banks of the pc
using the Web site Plant List as
basis. They agreed with our findir
and in addition took away seve._.
specimens for further identification.

Institute of Biology

We hosted a field meeting of the Institute ort?2Rugust. They
were intrigued by the pond and its saline lagoon status. After
talks, including an account of his tube-worm studies by CIiff
Thorp, the 14 visitors took a guided walk round the pond and to
Brook Meadow, where Brian Fellows showed the conservation
work and the rich plant life to be found there.
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West Bank

Site Investigation
Repat

The Geotechnical Report preparl
by Ove Arup & Partners
international consulting engineer
has confirmed that we have tw
sections of bank in need of serio
attention, and that the remaind
needs careful monitoring. The repd
recommends that they are address
as soon as practical - the outsi
face at the southern end should
underpinned and the weak secti
approximately half way along th
bank should be re-built. We hay
discussed these repairs with t
Conservancy, West Sussex County

Council, Chichester District Council, the Environment Agency

and English Nature and they have all agreed to the proposals in
principle..

The Next Stages

We are having the proposals costed at present and will start
seeking grant funding. We have already had a promise of help
from the Conservancy and hope that we can find other sources.

Ideally we hope to carry out the works in the late Autumn or
Winter so as not to risk interfering with the birds’ breeding
season. We fear that the grant-seeking process could be protractec
and that we may have to defer the work well into next year.
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Footpath

As part of the West Bank works it is inevitable that the path
surface will be disturbed and we will be liaising with West 8xss
County Council to ensure that it will brought up to standard and
that local imperfections are made good.

We will be seeking a fresh Footpath Closure Order when the
works on the bank start and will post appropriate notices.

Hermitage Housing:

Most of the units have now been completed and are being
occupied. The Sustainable Urban Drainage System has been
created and the develope

Kings Oak, have provide

a display panel explainir

the details of the system.

We continue to press tl

Authorities to ensure th

the promised Manageme

Company is set up and tt

the annual inspection al

report are prepared.

SMPPA Poster

As part of the continuing thrust of raising the Association’s
profile, we have designed the poster shown on the front page of
this issuebasing it on the image used for the Pond notelet.

It will be on display at the AGM and has been displayed at the
Emsworth Show in August and at the Food Festival on the
Emsworth Business Association’s stand. It has been much
admired and is helping strengthen our links with Emsworth and
the community at large.

Bird Flu
We reiterate the advice we included in the March Newsletter -
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The Conservancy has posted full information on their Web Site -
http://www.conservancy.co.uk/documents/BIRDFLU. pdf

The following extract from the DEFRA Web site "Questions and
Answers" page addresses some of the basic issues:

11. My dog found some dead birds. Does this mean
will get “flu?

There is no evidence that any type of avian influenza (Al)
has passed from avian species to dogs. So even in the
unlikely event that the reported dead birds had died from
Al, the risk to your dog would be extremely low. Casegs of
dog ‘flu have been recorded in the USA, but in this case
the virus is believed to have originated from horse ‘fly.

12. Am | at risk from touching dead birds?

Wild birds can carry several diseases that are infectigus
to people. If dead birds are handled, it is important to
wash your hands with soap and water as soon as

possible. Avoid touching your face and certainly do not
eat until you have washed your hands. Clean any soﬁng
on clothing with soap and water.

13. What am | at risk from?

Although the risk of Al may be low, birds carry other
respiratory infections. Birds can also carry infections
which can cause gastrointestinal infections such as

Salmonella and Campylobacter

taken from:
http://www.defra.gov.uk/animalh/diseases/notifiable/dise
ase/ai/wildbirds/ganda.htmFebruary 2006

Reader’s Contribution

SMPPA Newsletter Autumn 2006 Page 6 of 8



A note from Arthur Townsend describing what he saw this summer.

Swans
Nesting

In the middle of this year’'s hot summer a pairwéss built a nest
alongside the footpath on the West bank of thepghpill Pond. It
looked a most unsuitable site - low in the wateat anly a yard from a
public footpath. The Pen spent all her days pickipdgwigs and reeds
to add to the nest - with little visible improvemenhe Pond
Committee took a dim view of this because they veeopping the
reeds fronting the path and providing some pradecto the inner wall.
The pen laid four eggs and sat on the nest fortadbawonth. We all
anxiously watched the pair especially during Spilides when it
seemed almost inevitable that the nest was goibg teashed away.
The persistence and the vigilance of the Pen ardv@&oe rewarded. At
the end of July | saw the Cob watching the nesnithy - not moving
but very alert - like a guard ship. After two ddgar cygnets appeared.
The Cob particularly became even more aggressreatdning any
dogs or humans passing the nest - a few even tetraad returned the
way they came! Finally all four cygnets appearethwheir parents and
sailed down the pond. Their first appearance wasdband imposing;
the proud parents guarding in front and behind.

Unfortunately now there are only two cygnets renmgnWe assume
that the other two have been taken - by gulls owsP The have grown
in a month from small balls of grey fluff to thesiof a duck and now
swim vigorously.

They are more independent - but still a family grou

We hope there will be more hatching of cygnetshengond next year.

AT - August 20006
Photos - N Madina

Dates for your diary
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AGM 7.30 for 8.00 p.m. - 20th October
Emsworth Day Centre, South Street

Annual 7.30 for 8.00 p.m. - 24th November
Dinner Brookfield Hotel, Havant Road

Tickets will be available at and after the AGM
from Ms. Betty Smith (01243 371576) and
Mrs. Sarah Titley (01243 379947).

Please send any donations for prizes for the

Raffle for the Association to the organisers

Contacits:
General:
Nick Madina (01243377749)

E-mail: webmaster@smppa.org.uk

Wildlife:
Gavin Millar (01243 377071)

Please let him know if you see any wildlife activity out of the

ordinary. The first point of help is the RSPCA (01329

667541). The Downland Surgery (01243 377141) offers a
support service in the event of real need
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