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Introduction:  
Spring is here. In the hedgerows and gardens the bulbs are
starting to flower and on the pond the birds are marking out their
territory in preparation for the breeding season. In its turn the
Association has been active. The Site Investigation of the West
Bank has been completed and we are awaiting the Report. The
next stages will be to raise funds and to repair the critical
sections. My thanks to the volunteers who helped especially
considering the unpleasantly cold weather at the time. 

Nick Madina, Chairman 
Slipper Pond Leaflet 
The new Slipper Pond  leaflet is attached and is being circulated
to schools, tourist facilities and libraries as well as potential
funders. We intend that this will, in addition to providing a useful
educational resource, increase awareness of the pond.
The leaflet, together with the recently launched web site, draws
attention to the work the Association does and raises its profile.

West Bank   
Site Investigation 
As we reported in the Christmas Newsletter the bank appraisal
had revealed that some sections of the bank were critical and that
more information was needed before any solutions could be
explored in Depth.
At the end of January these works were carried out. Preparatory
works included digging five trial pits in the bed of Dolphin Creek
with help from Bill Warren and John Galley, opening two sections
of the Reno mattress protecting the upper reaches of the bank and
cutting grass on the top of the bank to explore unprotected
sections. On Friday 3rd February we drilled 3 trial holes through
the core to check its consistency and foundation, and installed
piezometers in two of them so we could monitor how the
groundwater level varied in the middle of it as the tide came up
and down. 



In addition the volunteers cut
away the sandbags forming
the outer face at two points
to visually check on the
bank's construction and the
state of its core. By the
Saturday morning we had
made good the creek bed and
replaced the sandbags,
bedding them in concrete. 

In general terms the findings are that the bank has a very soft core
and that it is founded on a layer of well compacted gravel
overlying clay. The bed is at a similar level to the bed of both
Dolphin Creek and the old stream in the middle of Slipper Pond. 
Finances
We are very fortunate in being helped by a grant of £1,500 from
Chichester Harbour Conservancy, £190 path closure charge -
waived by West Sussex County Council and £250 from 
Southbourne District Council which go a long way to covering the
costs but we still will have draw down the balance from our
reserves. 
The Next Stages 
When we have the full report we will be know much better what
our problems are and we will develop a rolling programme,
addressing the more critical items first. It is clear that the such
repairs are going to be costly and that we will need considerable
financial help to carry them out.  

Footpath
 We arranged for a formal path closure whilst the main part of the
Site Investigation was underway, and as part of the preparations
we invited the West Sussex County Council Footpath Ranger to
look at it critically and to examine particularly the west side at the
northern end where the undercut bank has been concealed by the
long grass. She raised no concerns about the condition of the path

or about the edges saying they were as she would expect for a
path in that location and potentially subject to major works. 

Flooding Study   
The Environment Agency is carrying a consultation entitled
"Preferred Coastal Defence Options - Portchester to Emsworth
Strategy" at present. The held a public exhibition in the
Community Centre on 15th February with panels explaining their
proposals. The section concerning the pond and Dolphin Quay
was worded thus:  



The Chairman took issue with their comments about the pond and
gate management. He explained that he had discussed the regime
in great detail with the Agency's  Catchment Flood Manage ment
Plan team and has received a formal acceptancethat their
operation has no impact on flooding.  
All enquiries and comments should be directed to Cath Sly,
Project Manager, Guildbourne House, Chatsworth Road,
Worthing, West Sussex  

Hermitage Housing:
The first units have now been completed and are occupied. A
planning application for yet another flat was lodged in January
and has not yet been determined.   
The SUDS drainage pool has been excavated and is not yet
functional.  

Wild Life : 
There are signs of Spring a-plenty. The gorse is in flower and
there are lots of green shoots. It is too early to see if any of the
reeds we planted last winter are resprouting. The swans and many
of the ducks are are well into their amorous rituals, and small
birds, led by robins, are beginning to fill the air with song. The
recent cold weather has brought not only a red-breasted merganser
duck (we did not see the drake on the pond this year) and for one
day, and the only time any of us can remember, a really smart
shoveller duck. 

Bird Flu   
The Conservancy has posted full information on their Web Site - 
http://www.conservancy.co.uk/documents/BIRDFLU.pdf 
The DEFRA Web Site has useful information and should be
consulted if more detail is wanted. The following extract from
their "Questions and Answers" page addresses some of the basic
issues:
  

......

11. My dog found some dead birds. Does this mean it
will get ‘flu?
There is no evidence that any type of avian influenza
(AI) has passed from avian species to dogs. So even in
the unlikely event that the reported dead birds had died
from AI, the risk to your dog would be extremely low.
Cases of dog ‘flu have been recorded in the USA, but in
this case the virus is believed to have originated from
horse ‘flu. 

12. Am I at risk from touching dead birds?
Wild birds can carry several diseases that are infectious
to people. If dead birds are handled, it is important to
wash your hands with soap and water as soon as possible.
Avoid touching your face and certainly do not eat until
you have washed your hands. Clean any soiling on
clothing with soap and water. 

13. What am I at risk from?
Although the risk of AI may be low, birds carry other
respiratory infections. Birds can also carry infections
which can cause gastrointestinal infections such as
Salmonella and Campylobacter 
.... 
taken from:  
http://www.defra.gov.uk/animalh/diseases/notifiable/dise
ase/ai/wildbirds/qanda.htm - February 2006  



Dates for your diary   
Spring Talk 
Friday - 21st April  7.30 for 8.00pm 
at the Methodist Chapel, The Square, Emsworth.  

  

"Wildfowling and Conservation".  

by Lee Freeston

of the Chichester Harbour Wildfowlers 
   

   

AGM - 20th October  

Annual Dinner - 24th November  

Contacts:  

�� General: 
Nick Madina (tel: 01243 377749) 
E-mail: webmaster@smppa.org.uk 
  

�� Wildlife: 
Gavin Millar (tel: 01243 377071) 
Please let him know if you see any wildlife activity out of the
ordinary. 
  

Should you need to rescue an animal or bird in distress the first
point of help is the RSPCA (01329 667 541). The Downland
Surgery (01243 377 141) offers a support service in the event of
real need  


