
Slipper Mill Pond Preservation Association
Registered Charity No. 277744

NEWSLETTER - Spring 2005

Last week looking out of the window on a crisp, cold and sunny morning I could see snow
lying on the Niton hills on the South side of the isle of Wight. Hopefully the cold snap that has
been with us for weeks now is about to change and Spring arrive.  I am pleased to tell you
that, in spite of the weather, members of the SMPPA have continued to work on the pond.
Nick Madina, Chairman

Sluice Repairs - Sunday 20th February
Holding the gates open to drain the pond was an
exciting episode. We had anticipated being able to
tie them back an hour before high tide but in the
event the high pressure combined with a marginal
tide held back their opening to the very top of the
tide.
The Hampshire Mill Association volunteers came
at low tide and repaired the leaking sluice paddle
guides and we now have properly working sluice
and tidal gates and can expect only routine
maintenance for a while.

West Bank strengthening 
The works the volunteers started in October were completed early in January and now we are

sure that the sand bags lining the inside face have a sound
footing, and that all major holes have been filled.
Thanks to grants from West Sussex County Council and
Chichester District Council all our expenses have been
covered.
Our intrepid volunteers have braved the weather and mud
to start on the next phase of the works - the establishment
of a natural wave-breaking barrier to protect the sand
bags.

They installed a short section of coir matting roll at the mid-point
of the bank and planted clumps of Sea Club-rush in it and in the
mud that they placed behind it.  Hopefully this sample section will
flourish and act as a prototype for the whole bank.
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Ecosystem Survey
We are starting to build on the valuable documentation collated by Tony Wilkinson and,
under Gavin Millar's guidance, are setting up surveys of the flora and fauna as well as pond
life.  Any suggestions and offers of help are most welcome.

Proposed Web site
We are looking to make available to everyone the information that has been gathered about
the pond and its surroundings, and hope that by the end of the Summer we will have a
working Web site.  It will aim to provide a central resource covering all aspects of the pond. 
The biodiversity section will allow the enquirer to see and help identify plants, birds, fish and
pond life. The Heritage section will cover the development of the pond over the centuries,
and include old photographs. Other sections will cover management issues such as the
Constitution and AGM minutes.

Footpath Issues
As mention in the Christmas Newsletter the installation of the Kissing Gates and other
measures seem to have combined to reduce the previously unacceptable loutish behaviour.
Should behaviour deteriorate or the pond and footpath become abused the sanction of a bylaw
will be reconsidered.
We have had a very successful meeting with West Sussex County Council and, once we have
completed stabilising the bank, they have promised to improve their path.
The Council’s plans for a SUSTRANS cycle route in the area are still alive and are being
discussed as part of their Rights of Way policy. 

Spring Evening Meeting
. 

Diary Dates

�� Summer work parties - tasks and dates to be announced. 

�� Annual General Meeting - 21st. October 2005 

�� Annual Dinner - 25th November at the Brookfield Hotel.

Contact:

35 Slipper Road, Emsworth

01243 377749 

nandcmadina@dsl.pipex.com
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“A History of Slipper and other Mills in Emsworth"  

an illustrated talk

to be given by Tony Yoward 
on 15th April 2005 

at the Methodist Pastoral Centre, The Square, Emsworth
7.30 for 8.00pm.  

All are welcome - admission £2.50p at the door


